What is God calling you to do?

How is God calling you to spend your time?

(Hint: Notice the people around you!)

For the first time in 26 years I would be leaving Hadley Jr. High on the last day of school in June and not thinking, planning and studying for the following fall. I was retiring! That fall my husband, Phil, and I planned to take advantage of my new freedom in September and travel. It was the perfect way to adjust to retirement.

Once I was back in town, I had decisions to make about my time.  I knew I had the flexibility to do whatever I wanted. However, one can only play so much bridge, read, go out to lunch, shop, or watch the Food Network. The realization hit me that there is more I could do with my time and the gifts God has given me. I enjoyed the freedom of my schedule, but I needed to add some meaning to the ways I was spending my days.


Many organizations, groups, and Faith Church are always looking for volunteers. So when I decided to refocus my time, it was not difficult to find places where I could be of service.

· While I was teaching at Hadley I had heard about the Treasure House, a resale shop in downtown Glen Ellyn that benefits Metropolitan Family Services. MFS offers a comprehensive range of programs and services that help families through difficult times. Families and individuals receive counseling and other supportive services. It was a natural fit for me to know that my time was helping struggling families. I volunteer two mornings a month. I invite you to stop by the Treasure House and consider donating items and clothes that you no longer need.

· I was asked at church to be a Eucharistic Minister. At first I didn’t feel qualified but I was assured I could do it. This has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life. Every person I have visited has been so appreciative of being served communion. I have met some wonderful people at my own church that I would never have known otherwise.

· Also at Faith I was part of a group that was addressing the ways we could support the refugee families in the area. I was asked to consider mentoring Liberatte with her English skills. We now meet once a week. We work together to build her vocabulary and understanding of English. I am in awe of the adjustments and resourcefulness she and her family have made in assimilating in a new culture. I enjoy her two daughters, Happiness and Joy.


I feel God’s presence through these opportunities to serve. Of the myriad number of volunteer opportunities available, I am grateful to find myself in situations that fill me with a sense of wonder. I receive much more than I give.     I don’t believe this is by accident. I was nudged by the Holy Spirit to spend my time wisely, guided in my choices, and as a result I am blessed. 

Pam Hartweg has been serving God in these ways (and more!) since she retired in 2007. 

Who do you notice in your life?

Who needs help?

What organizations are doing something that you believe in?

AND……

Who can you invite to church?
